
        Skip to Content




        
        
    

        




    
        

    
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
County of Sonoma                                
                            

                        

                        
                            
                                                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                 Language
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        

                    

                

            

                    
                
                    
                        
		[image: ]

                                
                                        SONOMA COUNTY
                                                                            Permit Sonoma
                                
                        
                    



                            



                

                
                    
                    
                
                
                    
                    
                
            

            
                

                        	
                                    	
		About Us
	

                                        	
                                                        
        Contact Us
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Boards, Commissions, Committees
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Significant Public Interest
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Available Services
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Media & Outreach
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Department Divisions
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Management Review
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Accessibility Assistance
    

                                                


                                
	
                                    	
		Permit Services & Data
	

                                        	
                                                        
        Apply for Permits
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Check Permit Status
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Pay Permit Fees
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Permit Instructions, Forms, Policies, & Fee Schedules
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Submittal Requirements
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Permit Tools
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Permits Online
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Digital Plan Room
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Performance Data
    

                                                


                                
	
                                    	
		Long Range Plans
	

                                        	
                                                        
        Proposed Long-Range Plans
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Adopted Long-Range Plans
    

                                                


                                
	
                                    	
		Regulations and Initiatives
	

                                
	
                                    	
		Zoning
	

                                
	
                                    	
		Fire Prevention & HazMat
	

                                



                

            

            
                
                    
                            	
                                            
                                                	
		About Us
	

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                            	
                                                            
        Contact Us
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Boards, Commissions, Committees
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Significant Public Interest
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Available Services
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Media & Outreach
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Department Divisions
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Management Review
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Accessibility Assistance
    

                                                    


                                        
	
                                            
                                                	
		Permit Services & Data
	

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                            	
                                                            
        Apply for Permits
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Check Permit Status
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Pay Permit Fees
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Permit Instructions, Forms, Policies, & Fee Schedules
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Submittal Requirements
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Permit Tools
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Permits Online
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Digital Plan Room
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Performance Data
    

                                                    


                                        
	
                                            
                                                	
		Long Range Plans
	

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                            	
                                                            
        Proposed Long-Range Plans
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Adopted Long-Range Plans
    

                                                    


                                        
	
                                            	
		Regulations and Initiatives
	

                                        
	
                                            	
		Zoning
	

                                        
	
                                            	
		Fire Prevention & HazMat
	

                                        


                                                
                            
                                

                                
                                    Powered by:
                                    
                                        [image: Google Translate]Translate
                                    
                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

    


        


    
        

        
            
                
                    
                        
                                
    
        Permit Sonoma
    
                ›
    
        Long Range Plans
    
                ›
    
        Adopted Long-Range Plans
    
                ›
    
        Multi Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan
    
                ›
    
        Community Wildfire Protection Plan
    
    


                        

                        
                                
        Share this:
        
        
        
        
        
    


                        

                    

                    
                        
                                    
            
            
                
                    Planning Division
                

                
                    Planning Division
                    
                        
                        
                    
                
            


            
                	
                                
                                        
        Adopted Long-Range Plans
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Aggregate Resource Management
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Airport Land Use Plan
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Area and Specific Plans
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Climate Change Action Resolution
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Current Local Coastal Plan
    

                                        
	
                                                
        General Plan
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Multi Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Healthy Communities
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Housing Element
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Sonoma Developmental Center
    

                                        


                            
	
                                
                                        
        Proposed Long-Range Plans
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Comprehensive Tree Ordinance
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Environmental Justice and Safety Element Update
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Environmental Review Guidelines
    

                                        
	
                                                
        General Plan Update
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Proposed Local Coastal Plan Update
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Springs Specific Plan
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Airport Area Specific Plan Update
    

                                        


                            
	
                                    
        Long-Range Plan Definitions
    

                            
	
                            
                                
                                Back to
                                Multi Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan
                            
                        


            

        


                        

                        
                            
                                        Sonoma County Community Wildfire Protection Plan




                                        
            [image: Sonoma County Community Wildfire Protection Plan]
        



                                

                                	


County Community Wildfire Protection Plan incorporated into Sonoma County Annex of the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan

In June 2023, the County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) was incorporated by reference into the Sonoma County Annex of the Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (MJHMP). The MJHMP is critical for comprehensive planning and for leveraging funding to reduce risk before disasters and assist in disaster recovery, and identifies multiple potential hazards Sonoma County is most vulnerable to. In addition to wildfires, the MJHMP addresses risks such as floods, landslides, earthquakes, and severe weather. The plan assesses risks to populations, property, and critical facilities, and identifies strategies to reduce risks. Recommendations and projects identified in the MJHMP were incorporated into the CWPP.  The CWPP’s exclusive focus on wildfire and emphasis on collaboration make it a valuable adjunct to the MJHMP. Linking the CWPP and MJHMP helps these plans work together to achieve the goal of reducing risk exposure.

	Board of Supervisors Accepted Draft of the CWPP (PDF 9.9 MB)
	May 9 Board of Supervisors Hearing PowerPoint Presentation (PDF 3.3 MB)
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        Decades following the 1964 Hanley and Nuns fires, there were a few large damaging wildfires in Sonoma County. This abruptly changed in 2017 when the Sonoma Complex fires forever changed our county. Since then, every fire season has brought traumatic and devastating fires, and wildfire has become a day-to-day reality for County residents. To address this reality, the County is undergoing the process of updating our Community Wildfire Protection Plan.
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        What is a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)?

Defined by the 2003 United States Congress Healthy Forests Restoration Act, the goal of a CWPP is to enhance efforts to protect communities, watersheds, and other at-risk lands from catastrophic wildfire events. A CWPP is not a regulatory document, but provides wildfire hazard and risk assessments, community descriptions, options for addressing issues of structural vulnerability to wildfire (Home Hardening), and provides a prioritized list of projects which, if implemented, can serve to reduce wildfire hazards.
 
 A CWPP is one of the best tools we have to make progress in adapting our county to a wildfire-prone environment. The CWPP will contain hazard and risk analyses and, using a collaborative model, will suggest projects that can efficiently reduce the risk of loss of life, property loss, and environmental damage.

    

            


    
        Community Wildfire Protection Plan HUB Site
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The Sonoma County CWPP HUB Site is a website used to inform and collect feedback on the County’s efforts to update the plan. It is also a resource for County residents to take a look at Story Maps, Risk Indexes, and to submit any fire mitigation and hazard reduction projects. The site also provides educational resources from partnering agencies on wildfire preparedness.

    

            


    
        Why is the County going through this process?

The County wants to be as up-to-date as possible in regards to assessing the wildfire risks in the years ahead. To do so, we follow the below processes:
 
 1. A collaborative process that will allow for stakeholders to participate in planning and prioritizing wildfire risk reduction projects. “Stakeholders” are those who face risk from wildfire, including, but not limited to:
 
 - Community members and groups
 - Fire departments 
 - County, Federal, State, and local agencies 
 - Non-profits, Fire Safe Councils, and community service organizations
 - Tribes
 - Large land managers
 - Agriculture
 
 Collaborative planning will also help the County adapt to wildfire by,
 
 - Increasing “buy-in” for wildfire risk reduction efforts
 - Building robust relationships between stakeholders
 - Increasing resource sharing and cooperation
 - Empowering communities to move forward to reduce risk
 
 2. A science-based process that allows the CWPP to provide opportunities to share data-driven risk assessments and GIS modeling with the community to increase a better understanding of wildfire hazard risks across landscapes and within communities. It provides opportunities for a variety of stakeholders to share views, define their own communities’ assets and values, and let their concerns be known.
 
 3. A community input process that has risk-reduction projects listed and prioritized within the CWPP, which can add weight to grant proposals and help link projects to potential funders.

    

            


    
        What are the requirements?

The Healthy Forest Restoration Act defined three requirements for a CWPP:

	Collaboration: Collaboratively developed with input from a large variety of stakeholders including but not limited to community members, non-profit and other group co-operators, local agencies, state agencies, and federal agencies.


	Prioritized Fuel Reduction: Identifies areas for hazardous fuel reduction and recommends types and methods of treatment.


	Recommendations: Create recommended solutions to reduce structural ignitability in communities at risk of wildfire and provide modification descriptions that can decrease the chances that said structures could catch fire.




    

            


    
        Contact Us

If you have questions about the CWPP process, please contact us at: PermitSonoma-WildfirePlan@sonoma-county.org
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Business Hours

(Monday - Friday)

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM





                

                
                    
Contact Us

Phone: (707) 565-1900, option 5

CA Relay Service: 711

Email: Planner@sonoma-county.org








                

                
                    
Address




2550 Ventura Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA 95403





Google Maps™ Directions







                

            

        

    


        
    




    


    



        
            
    



                
                    
                        
                            
                            

                        

                    

                



    



        

        
        
        

        
        






        
            
        

        

        
        
        

    