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Mental Health Services Act 
Newsletter

 

 
29th Edition, January 13, 2017

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 
Glaser Center, 547 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa 

Light refreshments will be served at 5:30pm 
Screening starts at 6:00pm 

Join us for Sonoma County’s theatrical premiere of 
HEALING VOICES, a groundbreaking social action doc-
umentary which explores the experience labeled as 
“psychosis” and has brought together communities 
around the world to engage in healing and hopeful 
community dialogue. 

This FREE event includes Q&A with key members of 
the Sonoma County mental health and public health 
communities. 

For more information, please visit: 
www.healingvoicesmovie.com 

SUSAN CASTILLO 
Community Mental Health Section Manager for Sonoma County Behavioral Health 

SUSAN CASTILLO & WANDA TAPIA DISCUSS IMPORTANCE OF STATE 
MENTAL HEALTH GRANT AWARDED TO LATINO SERVICE PROVIDERS 

On July 11, 2016, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) an-
nounced an intent to Award $13 million in grants to California Reducing 
Disparities Pilot Projects to help reduce mental health disparities in commu-
nities that have traditionally been underserved. Local organization Latino 
Service Providers (LSP), a Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) funded con-
tractor, was among the 11 awardees receiving grants totaling $1.18 million  
in funding over the course of five and a half years. 

Latino Service Providers work within the Latino community with a unique 
program called Testimonios. The goal of this project is to recruit and train 
mental health Promotores to launch a community-wide bilingual and Span-
ish speaking educational campaign to reduce stigma surrounding mental 
health, increase awareness of resources, and encourage workforce develop-
ment in behavioral health careers.  

THE CONSUMER RELATIONS PROGRAM OF GOODWILL-
REDWOOD EMPIRE INVITES YOU TO A THEATRICAL 
PREMIERE SCREENING OF... 

SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 15 & 16, 2017 

What are you most excited about 
achieving through this program/
initiative? 

I am excited for the opportunity to infuse 
culturally responsive mental health ser-
vices through this program. I am also 
very pleased that Latino Service Provid-
ers is receiving statewide recognition for 
their model of community engagement.  
I am also excited that our MHSA Coordi-
nator, Amy Faulstich, will be participating 

in this project as a partner, furthering the Behavioral Health Division’s 
outreach to the Latino community and increasing access to mental 
health resources within the Latino community.   

What is the value of community partnership to achieving success? 

The value of this community partnership is to highlight a successful  

(continued on page 2) 

Members of the Testimonios project’s Concilio Advisory Group 

The California Institute for Behavioral Health Solutions 
(CIBHS) presents the “2017 Cultural Competence Summit 
XX: Supporting Community Defined Practices” to take 
place at the Hyatt Vineyard Creek Hotel in Santa Rosa! 
The Summit will highlight Community Defined Practices 
used by disparate communities to reduce stigma and to 
increase access to mental health services for populations 
that have historically been unserved or underserved. 

For more information, visit:  www.cibhs.org 

http://www.healingvoicesmovie.com
http://www.cibhs.org/


For more information about MHSA programs and services, or to 
submit updates, events, success stories, or other con-
tent for this newsletter, please contact Amy Faulstich at 
amy.faulstich@sonoma-county.org. To sign up for this news-
letter, go to: www.sonoma-county.org/mhsa. 
 

Newsletter Content: Amy Faulstich; Design: Bruce Robbins 
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SCIHP AWARDED STATE MENTAL HEALTH GRANT! 

Watch the video at:  http://tinyurl.com/CalMHSA-PEI  

On January 12, 2017, the California 
Department of Public Health 
(CDPH), Office of Health Equity 

announced the intent to award for the Native American Implementation 
Pilot Project as part of Phase II of the California Reducing Disparities Pro-
ject (CRDP). CDPH will award $1.14 million to Sonoma County Indian 
Health Project (SCIHP) over six years to implement Phase II of CRDP. The 
primary goal of the project is to validate community-defined evidence 
practices through rigorous evaluation. Congratulations! 

CA STATEWIDE PREVENTION & EARLY INTERVENTION PROJECT VIDEO 

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT 60 SECOND 

FILMS ABOUT HOW THEIR CULTURE VIEWS SUICIDE 

PREVENTION AND MENTAL HEALTH. FILMS WILL BE 

USED IN DIVERSE COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE STATE. 

THE WINNERS WILL RECEIVE CASH PRIZES AND ATTEND 

THE RED CARPET AWARD CEREMONY. 
 

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE MARCH 1, 2017 
 

Visit www.DirectingChange.org for contest rules and 
educational resources. 

For more information on Latino Service Providers and 
the California Reducing Disparities Project (CRDP): 
 

www.latinoserviceproviders.org 
 

www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Pages/
OHECaliforniaReducingDisparitiesProjectPhaseII.aspx  

(continued from page 1) 
 

model of how local government can support smaller local organizations 
to compete for funding at a statewide level, ultimately benefiting the 
entire county. This funding will support the implementation of commu-
nity defined practices for mental health, changing the way we think 
about service provision and access to care. The other value achieved 
through this project is the opportunity for Latino youth to explore ca-
reers in behavioral health. The Behavioral Health Division is always 
working to find ways to diversify our workforce and recruit bilingual and 
bicultural Spanish-speaking providers within our system of care.     

WANDA TAPIA 
Executive Director for Latino Service Providers 

What are you most excited about 
achieving through this program/
initiative? 
 

There are many exciting outcomes that 
will result from this program. First, a 
basic one-on-one communication meth-
od using traditional Latino cultural prac-
tices. Second, with media messaging, we 
are reaching virtually every demographic, 
from the young to the old. By investing in 
Youth Promotores, we are empowering 
them to be their own healers and advo-
cates. These young people may go on to 
be our mental health service providers! 
This initiative will lead to an evidence based practice that may be adopt-
ed throughout California and further. 
 

What is the value of community partnership to achieving success? 
 

It takes a community to reduce stigma and reduce disparities in the field 
of mental health. A comprehensive community wide campaign of ac-
ceptance and knowledge about mental health issues, access and au-
thentic support will result in better understanding and the ability to 
respond to mental health issues for ourselves and our loved ones. It is 
imperative that we remain united through today’s climate and with the 
support of our community based organizations, media, educational in-
stitutions, artists, and individuals we can achieve success. 

UPCOMING WEBINARS: 
 

“Changing conversations about mental health & suicide in 
schools & communities: Free programs & resources” 
1/26/17, 2:30pm-3:30pm, Each Mind Matters 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1669408675583618563 
 

“Suicide prevention in schools” 
1/24/17, 10am-11:30am, CA Department of Education 
http://tinyurl.com/CDE-SuicidePrevention 
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