
MONTE RIO BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
Frequently Asked Questions

PURPOSE & INVESTMENT

Why do we need a new bridge? 
The existing bridge must be replaced due to seismic 
vulnerability, degrading foundations, and inadequate 
vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian access. The 
Bohemian Highway is a critical connection for West 
Sonoma County, making the Monte Rio bridge across 
the Russian River essential. 

Why can’t the existing bridge be rehabilitated 
and seismically retrofitted? How does it 
compare to the cost of a new bridge?
The estimated cost to rehabilitate and seismically 
retrofit the existing bridge is similar to the cost 
for replacing the bridge with a standard concrete 
highway structure. However, the expected life of 
a retrofitted bridge is approximately 15-20 years, 
whereas the expected life of a new bridge is at least 
75 years. Because of this, and because the ongoing 

maintenance required for the retrofitted structure is 
costly, the Federal Highway Administration Highway 
Bridge Program considers replacement to be the 
more cost-effective option over the long-term and 
therefore requires replacement.

Who is funding the new bridge?
This is a federally funded project through the 
Federal Highway Administration with a “local 
match” provided by the California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans). These agencies are 
responsible for funding the repair or replacement of 
seismically deficient and scour critical bridges.

What is the expected lifetime  
of the new bridge?
The expected lifetime of the bridge is 
at least 75 years.



ALIGNMENT & DESIGN

How was the alignment selected? What are the 
benefits? 
Seven alignment options considered are shown below 
and were reviewed at a community meeting. Ultimately 
the dark blue alignment was most preferred by the 
community members that participated in workshops 
because it presents no significant environmental 
impacts, utilizes an already existing right of way, 
and better connects the north and south areas of 
Monte Rio. The other options were removed from 
consideration for reasons including: 
 

• The green alignment would cause significant 
impacts to Dutch Bill Creek.

• The yellow alignment was deemed infeasible due 
to existing water wells on the south end where the 
bridge abutment would need to be. 

• The red alignments presented feasibility issues 
along Moscow Road and would negatively impact 
community cohesion by bypassing local businesses.

• The turquoise alignment was less preferred by 
the community in comparison to the dark blue 
alignment.

What is the impact on Dutch Bill Creek?
The preferred dark blue alignment was selected in part 
because it avoids any significant change or impact to 
Dutch Bill Creek. This alignment is further from the 
creek than other options and the abutment supports 
for the bridge are not near the creek. 

How will the new bridge lessen tire noise?
The existing bridge has joints every 100-feet or so, 
which are covered with steel plates that make noise 
when tires drive over them. The new bridge will have 
fewer joints, and we expect them to make less noise.

Image 1: Alignment options considered



How was the bridge type selected?
The bridge types that fit within the project parameters 
included a steel-tied arch design and a steel truss 
design. A community survey was conducted and found 
that when considered side by side, 76% of participants 
selected the steel-tied arch as their preferred bridge 
type, pictured below. Additionally, 75% agreed or 
agreed strongly that the steel-tied arch fits the 
context and surrounding hills, and 70% agreed or 
agreed strongly that the steel-tied arch enhances the 
character of Monte Rio. 

What color will the new bridge be?
Three colors for the steel arch and cross bracing 
were considered during a community meeting and 
preferences were collected via live polling. In the final 
poll when considered in comparison against each 
option, 45% of residents voted in favor of Redwood 
Forest (forest green color) pictured below. The other 
colors considered were Historic Railroad (terra cotta 
color) which 38% preferred and Valley Watershed 
(blue color) which 18% preferred. When asked 
independently, the Redwood Forest theme was also 
somewhat supported or strongly supported by 88% of 
participants. 

How much space will be between vehicles, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians?  
The sidewalk will be 6 ft wide on each side of the bridge on 
the outside of the steel support structure. The bike lanes will 
be 5 ft wide, one in each direction. The vehicle lanes will be 
12 ft wide, the standard width for travel lanes, one in each 

direction. A 2 ft wide and 2 ft tall concrete barrier is proposed 
between the sidewalk and bicycle and vehicle lanes. See the 
proposed bridge cross-section above for reference.

Image 3: Redwood Forest color for steel arch and cross bracing

Image 4: Proposed bridge cross section

Image 2: Steel tiered arch bridge design



CONSTRUCTION

What is the construction timeline?
The project is currently proceeding through the final bridge 
design phase. Bridge construction is expected to take 
three dry seasons when construction can take place. If the 
timeline proceeds as planned, it is anticipated construction 
will occur in 2026-2028 and the bridge will be complete in 
2028. 

Will construction impact traffic?
Traffic impacts will be minimized as much as 
possible and access to Bohemian Highway across 
the Russian River will be maintained. With few 
exceptions, the current bridge is expected to remain 
open throughout the construction process and until 
the new bridge is complete.

What will happen to the business cluster on the 
south end of the bridge?
The businesses on the south end will remain. The 
bridge landing on the southern end will only utilize 
the existing public right of way and will not impact 
private properties. The county has been working 
with businesses here to mitigate any potential 
impacts.

What will happen with the existing bridge? 
Can it stay as a footbridge as they did in 
Guerneville?
The existing Monte Rio bridge will be demolished 
once the new bridge is complete and open to traffic. 
The bridge cannot remain as a footbridge because it 
is seismically vulnerable and the cost to update and 
maintain modern safety standards has been deemed 
infeasible. The new bridge design also includes 
widened 6 ft sidewalks and 5 ft wide bicycle lanes.

Will access to the beach, parking lot, and boat 
launch remain available during construction?
Yes, access to the beach, parking lot, and boat launch 
will remain open during construction.

FLOOD & RISK PREVENTION

What will the height of the new bridge be and 
how does that compare to the existing bridge?
At the middle of the bridge span, the bridge deck will 
be a couple of feet higher than the existing bridge. At 
the ends of the bridge, the bridge deck will conform 
to the existing roadway grades. The peak of the 
bridge arch will be approximately 65-feet above the 
deck.

How will the new bridge lessen the likelihood of 
flooding in Monte Rio?
The increased height of the new bridge and roadway 
will allow for more water to flow under the bridge 
which decreases the likelihood of water reaching the 
bridge and being forced onto land. Additionally, the 
steel superstructure span does not require columns 
and thus will not pose obstructions to the river’s 
water flow in the main channel.

Will the new bridge withstand earthquakes?
The bridge will be designed and built to all modern 
seismic standards.

Will the new bridge withstand scour?
Scour occurs when the soil supporting the piers 
(columns under the bridge) is washed away over time 
by water flowing in the river and can reduce the 
effectiveness of the bridge supports if they have not 
been designed for the scoured condition. The new 
bridge design takes into account all the estimated 
scour the bridge is expected to see over its lifetime 
and will continue to have sufficient strength for both 
day-to-day use and earthquakes even if the scour 
occurs.

Email us at tpw@sonoma-county.org for more information.
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