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Immigration Enforcement 
and California 



Agenda

• Introduction to Immigration Enforcement

• Overview of Relevant CA Laws

• What other counties do
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Introduction to Enforcement 
How ICE Finds and Arrests People
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What is immigration enforcement? 

How does 
ICE find 

ppl?  

How does ICE 
arrest pp? 

Removal 
proceedings 

 Fingerprints 
 Surveillance 
 ICE & LEA cooperation

 In jails/prisons: I-247 
Holds, Notification, 
Transfer Requests

 In community: home 
raids, work raids, etc.
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What is enforcement? 
In practice - the manner in 
which immigration officials 
identify, detain and deport 
immigrants

 Immigration detention, 
electronic monitoring



How ICE finds people: Deportation Funnel
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Border 
Enforcement 
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Worksite 
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benefit
Fugitive 
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Operation 
Community 

Shield

Law 
Enforcement 

Support 
Center

Border 
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ICE’s Enforcement Program
• Secure Communities (“S-Comm”): program that relies on fingerprint data 

at the time of a person’s booking into a local jail to identify noncitizens who 
may be deportable

• Potentially deportable ICE sends detainer request to local jail
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The Criminal Alien Program includes all kinds of partnerships to share 
information and apprehend immigrants from state, local, and federal jails. 

• ICE desk in the jail [prohibited by SB54]
• Coordinated transfers [limited by SB54]
• ICE interrogations while in local custody [limited by Truth Act]

DETAINERS

INFORMATION

ICE

How ICE finds people: CAP
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Holds •Prohibited 
under SB 54

Notification

Transfers

How does ICE arrest people in the criminal system?

• Prohibited, unless an SB 54 
exception applies

• Prohibited, unless an SB 
54 exception applies
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Requests from ICE to local law 
enforcement

ICE Detainers

•How? 
•NOTIFY of Release
•HOLD beyond crim 

custody (illegal in CA)
•HANDOFF within secure 

part of jail

PURPOSE =      
Facilitate ICE 
arrest 
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How do I 
know if my 
client has 
an I247?

TRUTH Act 
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Why the focus on law enforcement  ICE? 

Transfers from other 
Law Enforcement 

Agencies
70%

Other…

ICE Arrests

Transfers
Other

https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/529/

https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/529/


Overview of Relevant CA Laws
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The Statutes
• California Values Act -- Govt C 7284.  Restricts many forms of 

cooperation between LEA and ICE, and other public agencies and ICE.   
(SB 54, 1.1.18)

• TRUST Act -- Govt C 7282, 7282.5.  Restricts when LEA can cooperate 
with ICE requests for notification or transfer, but contains many 
exceptions based on criminal record.   (SB 54 amended, 1.1.18)
 Previously focused on detainers/holds (now unlawful under Values Act) 

• TRUTH Act-- Govt C 7283.  Before ICE can interview a detained person, 
LEA must provide person with written consent form.  (1.1.17)
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ICE Interviews: 

• Before ICE can interview someone, LEA must 
provide person a written consent form which 
allows person to: 

 Decline the interview
 Proceed with the interview, but only with an 

atty present; OR
 Proceed with the interview (w/out an atty)

• *If Sheriff provides ICE with notification that an 
individual is being, or will be, released on a 
certain date, Sheriff has to promptly provide the 
same notification in writing to the attorney (Cal 
Gov’t Code 7283.1(c))

TRUTH Act Protections
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Limits ICE’s ability to arrest people in criminal custody by 

LEA prohibited from responding to ICE notification requests or ICE 
transfer requests, unless certain exceptions apply 

What’s notification? Voluntary request from immigration 
asking for the individual’s release date so that ICE can arrest 
the individual at release from criminal custody 

What’s a transfer request? A request from immigration 
asking LEA to facilitate the transfer of an individual in its 
custody to ICE or CBP

Values Act: Notification and Transfer 
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Offense Conditions
Serious or violent or state prison 
felony

-Conviction 
-Being held to answer is enough, even 
without a conviction (for notification) 

Designated Felonies: Conviction within the last 15 years

Designated wobblers:
Misdemeanor

Conviction within the last 5 years

felony committed while on 
release

Conviction

Sex, arson registrant Current

Federal offenses Outstanding felony warrant, or conviction of 
federal offense that is aggravated felony

Criminal Exceptions
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Other Counties and ICE
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County policies 
California counties which limit with ICE in some capacity 
1. Santa Clara no cooperation
2. San Joaquin County 
3. Humboldt County 
4. San Mateo
5. Alameda 
6. Contra Costa
7. Marin
8. Los Angeles 
9. San Francisco 
These counties generally do not transfer anyone to ICE … talk to ILRC or others 
about details on these policies! 
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• Timely File County Claim (May lead to litigation)

• Certain SB 54 Violations May Give Rise To Suppression 
Defenses in Immigration Court

• Argue SB 54 Violation (i.e.: illegally holding someone) 
constituted an illegal seizure in violation of the Fourth 
Amendment.

• Raise violations with local organizers and advocacy groups!

What If State Law Was Violated?
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Questions
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