
        Skip to Content




        
        
    

        




    
        

    
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
County of Sonoma                                
                            

                        

                        
                            
                                                                                            

                        

                        
                            
                                 Language
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        

                    

                

            

                    
                
                    
                        
		[image: ]

                                
                                        SONOMA COUNTY
                                                                            Permit Sonoma
                                
                        
                    



                            



                

                
                    
                    
                
                
                    
                    
                
            

            
                

                        	
                                    	
		About Us
	

                                        	
                                                        
        Contact Us
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Boards, Commissions, Committees
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Significant Public Interest
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Available Services
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Media & Outreach
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Department Divisions
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Management Review
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Accessibility Assistance
    

                                                


                                
	
                                    	
		Permit Services & Data
	

                                        	
                                                        
        Apply for Permits
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Check Permit Status
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Pay Permit Fees
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Permit Instructions, Forms, Policies, & Fee Schedules
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Submittal Requirements
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Permit Tools
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Permits Online
    

                                                
	
                                                        
           Digital Plan Room
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Performance Data
    

                                                


                                
	
                                    	
		Long Range Plans
	

                                        	
                                                        
        Proposed Long-Range Plans
    

                                                
	
                                                        
        Adopted Long-Range Plans
    

                                                


                                
	
                                    	
		Regulations and Initiatives
	

                                
	
                                    	
		Zoning
	

                                
	
                                    	
		Fire Prevention & HazMat
	

                                



                

            

            
                
                    
                            	
                                            
                                                	
		About Us
	

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                            	
                                                            
        Contact Us
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Boards, Commissions, Committees
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Significant Public Interest
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Available Services
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Media & Outreach
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Department Divisions
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Management Review
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Accessibility Assistance
    

                                                    


                                        
	
                                            
                                                	
		Permit Services & Data
	

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                            	
                                                            
        Apply for Permits
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Check Permit Status
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Pay Permit Fees
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Permit Instructions, Forms, Policies, & Fee Schedules
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Submittal Requirements
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Permit Tools
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Permits Online
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
           Digital Plan Room
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Performance Data
    

                                                    


                                        
	
                                            
                                                	
		Long Range Plans
	

                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                            	
                                                            
        Proposed Long-Range Plans
    

                                                    
	
                                                            
        Adopted Long-Range Plans
    

                                                    


                                        
	
                                            	
		Regulations and Initiatives
	

                                        
	
                                            	
		Zoning
	

                                        
	
                                            	
		Fire Prevention & HazMat
	

                                        


                                                
                            
                                

                                
                                    Powered by:
                                    
                                        [image: Google Translate]Translate
                                    
                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

    


        


    
        

        
            
                
                    
                        
                                
    
        Permit Sonoma
    
                ›
    
        Regulations and Initiatives
    
                ›
    
        Housing Types
    
                ›
    
        Tiny Houses
    
    


                        

                        
                                
        Share this:
        
        
        
        
        
    


                        

                    

                    
                        
                                    
            
            
                
                    Regulations and Initiatives
                

                
                    Regulations and Initiatives
                    
                        
                        
                    
                
            


            
                	
                                    
        Accessory Units and Junior Units
    

                            
	
                                    
        Agricultural Uses
    

                            
	
                                    
        Agricultural Zoning Ordinance
    

                            
	
                                    
        Cannabis Program
    

                            
	
                                
                                        
        Community Separators
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Documents
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Maps
    

                                        


                            
	
                                    
        County Code for Permit Sonoma
    

                            
	
                                    
        Freestone
    

                            
	
                                
                                        
        Housing
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Housing Initiatives
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Housing Element
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Projects
    

                                        


                            
	
                                
                                        
        Housing Types
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Accessory Units and Junior Units
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Agricultural Housing
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Cottage Housing
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Mixed Use Provisions
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Mobile Home Parks
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Multifamily Housing Development
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Single Room Occupancy Facilities
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Streamlined Housing Developments
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Tiny Houses
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Workforce Housing Combining Zone
    

                                        


                            
	
                                    
        Housing Urgency Ordinances
    

                            
	
                                
                                        
        Rezoning Sites for Housing
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Resources and Documents
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Project Schedule
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Project Background
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Frequently Asked Questions
    

                                        


                            
	
                                    
        Renewable Energy
    

                            
	
                                
                                        
        Riparian Corridors
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Adopted Zoning Code Amendments
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Exhibit A
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Exhibit B
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Maps
    

                                        


                            
	
                                
                                        
        OWTS Manual Revision
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Proposed OWTS Manual August 31 2018
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Community Input
    

                                        
	
                                                
        OWTS Manual Summary
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Proposed OWTS Manual May 21 2019
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Alternative Septic Systems
    

                                        


                            
	
                                    
        Universal Design
    

                            
	
                                
                                        
        Vacation Rentals
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Vacation Rental Permit and License Application
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Vacation Rental Regulations
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Vacation Rental Complaints
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Hosted Rental Permit
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Property Managers
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Exclusion Combining District
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
    

                                        


                            
	
                                    
        Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
    

                            
	
                                
                                        
        Winery Events
    

                                    
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                

                                	
                                                
        Winery Events Calendar
    

                                        
	
                                                
        General Noise Standards
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Winery Use Permit Application Process
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Use Permit Application Forms
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Application Fees
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Required Site Specific Studies for Wineries
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Private Guest Accommodations
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Examples of Winery Project Descriptions and Conditions of Approval
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Areas of Local Concentration
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Draft Guidelines Dry Creek Valley
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Traffic Studies
    

                                        
	
                                                
        Document and Map Listings
    

                                        


                            
	
                                    
        Z Accessory Dwelling Unit Exclusion Removal
    

                            
	
                            
                                
                                Back to
                                Housing Types
                            
                        


            

        


                        

                        
                            
                                        Tiny Houses




                                        
            [image: Tiny House]
        



                                

                                 

                                

    
        
For individuals displaced by a natural disaster, visit: Use of Travel Trailers & Recreational Vehicles for Temporary Occupancy by Fire Survivors



Many property owners are interested in using tiny houses or tiny homes to house themselves or others. Small homes can be a creative solution to the current housing crisis by providing much-needed, cost-effective, and energy-efficient housing and may be used as temporary or permanent housing subject to corresponding permit.

Sonoma County now allows Transportable Housing Units (tiny homes on a chassis with wheels), as permitted and registered by the California Building Code (CBC) and American National Standards Institute (ANSI), on a temporary basis under certain circumstances. These are permitted with a Temporary Occupancy (TEM) permit.

For more information please see below and the following:

	Policy 8-1-1 Temporary Occupancy of Travel Trailers, RVs, & Transportable Housing Units (Tiny Homes) (PDF)
	Sonoma County Zoning Ordinance Section 26-88-010(P)


On this page:

	Is a Tiny House Right for You?
	Review and Approval Requirements
	Zoning Requirements for Use of Permanent Tiny Homes
	Temporary Occupancy of Travel Trailers, RVs, and Transportable Housing Units (Tiny Homes on Wheels)
	Typical Tiny Home and Temporary Housing Unit Construction Details
	Frequently Asked Questions


    

            


    
                Is a Tiny House Right for You?

        Before you buy a tiny house yourself, be sure that you ask the right questions. There is no industry standard definition of a tiny house. The term is used to describe a variety of dwelling types, and the permitting and inspection requirements differ for each type of tiny house. Here are some terms to get you started:

	Stick-built/traditional/site-constructed homes: A small home constructed entirely at the building site.
	Manufactured houses (commonly referred to as mobile homes): Homes built in a factory mounted on a non-removable steel chassis or frame.
	Factory-built houses (commonly referred to as modular homes): Factory-constructed homes that are transported to a permanent location for installation on a foundation. These are most often permanent structures.
	Transportable Housing Units and Recreational Vehicles: Travel trailers, motor homes, park model homes, truck campers, camping trailers, or any other housing on wheels.


According to the 2018 International Residential Code (IRC), a tiny house is a dwelling that is 400 square feet or less in floor area excluding lofts. The 2018 IRC Appendix Q outlines some code requirements for tiny houses. In addition to IRC requirements, tiny houses permitted by Sonoma County must meet the building regulations found in the current California Building Codes and Chapter 7 of the Sonoma County Municipal Code. Transportable Housing Units (tiny houses on a chassis with wheels) must be built and registered to California Building Code requirements.

    

            


    
                Review and Approval Requirements

        There are distinct review and approval requirements for the different types of tiny houses as outlined below:

	Stick-built/site-constructed houses in Sonoma County are reviewed as part of the normal building permit process at Permit Sonoma. Current regulations require these tiny houses to be built on permanent foundations and must be permitted as permanent structures.
	Manufactured houses are regulated by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and installed on a State-approved foundation.
	Factory-built houses are regulated by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and inspected in the factory to ensure that building codes are met. See Permit Sonoma’s policy on 4-0-9 Factory Built Housing Permits (PDF). Once installed on a permanent foundation, they cannot be removed and retain HCD Certification.
	Transportable Housing Units and Recreational Vehicles (RVs) must be constructed to national standards including American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 119.5 and National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1192 standards. They must be registered and licensed through the California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). RVs and other housing on wheels, compliant with the above regulations, are allowed as temporary housing as described below.


    

            


    
                Zoning Requirements for Use of Permanent Tiny Homes

        Primary Residences

If a tiny home on a permanent foundation is proposed to be used as a primary residence, it must meet all local and State code requirements, including applicable building, fire safety, and zoning codes. Recreational vehicles (RVs) do not qualify.

Accessory Dwelling Units

If a tiny home on a permanent foundation is proposed to be used as an accessory dwelling unit (i.e., in addition to a primary residence), it must meet all local and State code requirements, including all applicable building, fire safety, and zoning codes. Recreational vehicles (RVs) do not qualify.

Cottage Housing Developments

Permanently installed tiny homes may be used as cottage housing developments in accordance with the Cottage Housing Ordinance (Zoning Code Section 26-88-063). Recreational vehicles (RVs) do not qualify.

Agricultural Housing

Tiny homes on permanent foundations may be used for agricultural housing. Recreational vehicles (RVs) may also qualify for temporary farmworker housing (PJR-008 Temporary Occupancy). Transportable housing units (tiny homes on a chassis with wheels) do not qualify for agricultural housing at this time.

Special Occupancy Parks

Organized Camp vs. Special Occupancy Park

    

            


    
                Temporary Occupancy of Travel Trailers, RVs, and Transportable Housing Units (Tiny Homes on Wheels)

        Temporary occupancies of travel trailers, recreational vehicles (RVs), transportable housing units (tiny homes), and manufactured homes are allowed in Sonoma County with a Temporary Occupancy (TEM) permit under the following circumstances:

	During the construction or major remodeling of a single family dwelling. Limited to one (1) temporary dwelling unit per issued building permit for the single family dwelling. Must be removed within 60 days of final approval and occupancy of the building permit for the Single Family Dwelling.
	Prior to the application of building permit for or construction of an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU), on parcels where an ADU is allowed.
	To house an ill, convalescent or otherwise disabled friend or relative needing care from the occupant of the primary residence; or a friend or relative providing necessary care for an ill, convalescent or otherwise disabled occupant of the primary residence. Doctor’s note is required upon permit application.
	To house victims of recent wildfires. More Information: Use of Travel Trailers & Recreational Vehicles for Temporary Occupancy by Fire Survivors
	As temporary farmworker housing. Recreational vehicles (RVs) may qualify for temporary farmworker housing (PJR-008 Temporary Occupancy). Tiny homes on permanent foundations may be used for agricultural housing subject to permitting and zoning requirements.
	Generally, these are allowed for up to 1 year. You will be notified near the end of your permitted term via a Notice of Pending Expiration of Temporary Housing Permit letter.


Units used for temporary housing must meet California Building Code (CBC) and/or American National Standards Institute (ANSI) requirements, including a maximum interior living space of 400 square feet excluding lofts. Each of the listed occupancies must either be connected to a parcel’s septic/sewer system or an applicant may provide a contract for hold/pump and haul services with a State of California licensed contractor to provide those services through the duration of the temporary occupancy permit.

For more information please see: Policy 8-1-1 Temporary Occupancy of Travel Trailers, RVs, & Transportable Housing Units (Tiny Homes) and Sonoma County Zoning Ordinance Section 26-88-010(P).

    

            


    
                Typical Tiny Home and Temporary Housing Unit Construction Details

        Sample drawings for temporary sanitary and electrical connections, exit stairs, deck foundation plan, and deck detail.

Temporary Sanitary & Electrical Connection

[image: Temporary Sanitary and Electrical Connection]

Exit Stairs

[image: Exit Stairs for a trailer]

Deck Foundation Plan

[image: Deck Foundation plan for Trailer]

Deck Detail

[image: Deck Detail for Trailer]

* Guard required when walking surface is 30 inches or more vertically from finished grade, at any point measured 3 inches horizontally from projected walking surface.

    

            


    
                Frequently Asked Questions

        Answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs) about temporary units and tiny houses in unincorporated Sonoma County.



How many temporary units or tiny houses can I have on my property?


This answer varies. For most parcels you can have one for each of the allowed uses:

	One unit while a primary home is being built, with an issued building permit
	One unit in advance of an accessory dwelling unit (ADU), where ADUs are allowed
	One caregiver unit


Some parcels may be allowed multiple primary homes by their zoning density requirements. If multiple primary homes are being built on one of these parcels, each of the homes under construction with issued building permit could have a temporary unit. These are rare, and most parcels would only allow for the maximum of 3 temporary units.






Can I use a temporary unit or tiny house to camp on my vacant land?


No, Sonoma County does not allow recreational uses on parcels without an established, primary use. This is usually a primary home.






Can I use the temporary unit as a short term/vacation rental?


No, transient lodging uses are not allowed in these units. Long term rentals are allowed subject to any local, state, and federal housing regulations.






How much do the temporary unit (TEM) permits cost?


This varies depending on the complexity of the installation and level of review required. Generally these permits average around $400 (as of Fiscal Year 2023-2024).






Do I need to save service receipts from my Hold/Pump and Haul Contract?


Yes, in order for units relying on these contracts to qualify for renewal, proof of unbroken service for the term must be provided.






Can I install an exterior holding tank to support the Hold/Pump and Haul contract for my Temporary unit?


Yes, you will need to apply for a septic permit for this purpose, subject to additional fees.
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                    Email Address

PermitSonoma@sonoma-county.org



Phone Operator

Phone: (707) 565-1900

CA Relay Service: 711

                

                
                    In Person Hours

Monday – Tuesday,

Thursday – Friday

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Wednesday

10:30 AM – 4:00 PM

                

                
                    

Permit Center & Mailing Address

2550 Ventura Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Google Maps™ Directions





                

            

        

    


        
    




    


    



        
            
    



                
                    
                        
                            
                            

                        

                    

                



    



        

        
        
        

        
        






        
            
        

        

        
        
        

    